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February 15, 2017 compliance deadline for Class II wells currently injecting into non-exempt 
aquifers. A copy of EPA's letter is enclosed. 

EPA expects the State to devote the necessary resources to implement the plan. EPA has also 
invested additional resources to support our heightened oversight of the state and to timely 
process new aquifer exemption proposals. The plan includes ensuring that wells which inject into 
non-exempt aquifers are addressed as expeditiously as possible, with an immediate emphasis on 
the wells in aquifers with the highest water quality, such as those targeted by the State for shut-in 
or exemption by October 15, 2015. Where the state determines, after careful analysis, that 
injection wells are potentially impacting water supply wells, we support the state taking 
immediate action to cease injection in those wells. 

EPA understands the critical importance of the oil and gas industry to Kern County and to the 
state's overall economy. We also appreciate the unprecedented challenges faced by the state in 
protecting and managing its water resources in response to the ongoing historic drought. We are 
confident that the plan developed by EPA and the state supports these objectives and will bring 
the state's oil and gas UIC program into compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me at (415) 947-8707. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
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